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in a riot at Alexandria. If Egypt fell a prey to anarchy the
Suez Canal might be blocked, and France or Russia might
intervene, Could Britain allow any other Power to get posses-
sion of that bottle-neck of her trade-routes ? Gladstone felt
that Britain must support the Khedive's Government until it
was strong enough to stand alone. France declined to take
any part in this action, so it was a purely British fleet and army
that was sent to restore order. The forts at Alexandria were
destroyed by a naval squadron, and an army under Sir Garnet
Wolseley crushed Arabi and his mutineers at Tel-el-Kebir
(1882). The work of reorganising the finances and govern-
ment of the country was now undertaken by Sir Evelyn Baring
(afterwards Lord Cromer), who became semi-official " adviser "
to the Khedive.
Meanwhile a fresh complication was arising in the Sudan,
an outlying province of Egypt. It had been shockingly mis-
governed, and had only been kept in subjection by means of
garrisons commanded for the most part by British officers in
the Khedive's service. A great rebellion now broke out there
under a Mohammedan religious fanatic who called himself the
Mahdi. The Khedive was quite unable to suppress it with his
own resources, but it was not to be thought of that British
lives and money should be expended to recover the Sudan for
him to misrule. The Gladstone Ministry decided that the
province must be evacuated until the Khedive was strong
enough to reconquer it for himself. It therefore sent out
General Charles Gordon to report on the possibility of with-
drawing the Egyptian garrisons before they were overcome by the
Mahdi's forces. This was an unfortunate appointment. Gordon
had formerly been Governor of the Sudan under the Khedive,
and had made fervent efforts to civilise the Sudanese and to
convert them to Christianity. He hated the thought of handing
them over to " a lot of stinking dervishes/* as he said. He
was an able and experienced soldier, and an earnest Christian,
but was too independent-minded to carry through a task of
which he did not approve. When he got to Khartoum he made